


SALES & MARKETING REPORT
The Kentucky Exposition Center’s 

at-a-glance review of major conventions and 
trade shows signed in the last quarter.

EVENT 	  projected	annual
information	 Attendance	 economic 
		  impact

National Alpaca 		
Sweepstakes		
May 27-June 1, 2009	 1,500	 $500,000

Mid States 	
Horticulture Expo 
January 11-15, 2009	 1,800	 $2,600,000
January 10-14, 2010	 2,100	 $3,100,000
January 9-13, 2011	 2,500	 $3,700,000

North American
Trailer Dealers 
Association
September 9-14, 2009	 3,500	 $1,500,000
September 8-13, 2010	 3,500	 $1,500,000
September 7-12, 2011	 3,500	 $1,500,000
September 5-10, 2012	 3,500	 $1,500,000
September 4-9, 2013	 3,500	 $1,500,000

January
3 	 UL Women vs. Depaul
4 	 UL Men vs. University of 
	 Kentucky
6 	 UL Women vs. Seton Hall
9 	 Kentucky Society of 
	 CPA’s Meeting*
9-11 	 Kentucky Golf Show
11 	 UL Women vs. Rutgers
12 	 UL Men vs. Notre Dame
13-14 	 Mid-States Horticultural 
	 Expo*
17 	 UL Men vs. Pittsburgh
18 	 Harlem Globetrotters
20 	 UL Women vs. Cincinnati
23-25 	 Winter Blitz 
	 Youth Conference
24-Feb 1 	 Louisville Boat, 
	 RV and Sport Show
28 	 UL Men vs. USF
28 	 E.ON U.S. Meeting*
30-Feb 1 	Kentucky Flea Market
31 	 UL Men vs. West Virginia
31 	 The Caper to Benefit 
	 The Family Place

February
2	 UL Men vs. Connecticut
3	 UL Women vs. Syracuse
7	 UL Women vs. West Virginia
15 	 UL Men vs. DePaul
17 	 UL Women vs. St. John’s
18 	 UL Men vs. Providence
19-22 	 Kentucky Crafted: 
	 The Market
20-22 	 National Houseboat Expo
21-22 	 America’s Best 
	 Cheer and Dance
27-Mar 2 	 Power Rama Sears Training*
28	 UL Women vs. Pittsburgh

schedule of events

march 
1 	 UL Men vs. Marquette
4 	 UL Men vs. Seton Hall
6-8 	 Kentucky Flea Market
6-8 	 Kentucky National 
	 Beef Exposition
6-8 	 17th Annual Show of Shows 
	 Antique Military Show
7-8  	 National Gun Day/The Great 
	 Eastern/JAG Military Show
11	 Kentuckiana Cluster 
	 All Breed Dog Show – 
	 Kentuckiana Cluster
11-15 	 Cirque du Soleil
11-15 	 Greater Louisville Training 
	 Club Agility Trials
12 	 Kentuckiana Cluster 
	 All Breed Dog Show – 
	 Mid-Kentucky Kennel Club
13-15  	 Kentuckiana Cluster 
	 All Breed Dog Show –
	 Louisville Kennel Club
24	 Norton Healthcare 
	 Leadership Conference*
27	 The Showcase of Historic 
	 Black Colleges & Universities
27-28 	 Creating Keepsakes 
	 Scrapbooks Convention*

*Closed to the public
THIS LIST IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

For more information, contact:
Kentucky Exposition Center    
P.O. Box 37130 	
Louisville, KY  40233-7130

Event Hotline: (502) 367-5005
KEC Main Number: (502) 367-5000
Sales Department: (502) 367-5150

w w w.k yexpo.org

Infused with urban colors and flamboyant acrobatics, 
one of the most popular shows in history will be “high-
flying” into Freedom Hall March 11-15. Cirque du Soleil’s 
Saltimbanco explores the city life in all of its forms, 
including the inhabitants, hustle and bustle of the street 
and the larger-than-life skyscrapers. 

Saltimbanco, originating from the Italian phrase “saltare 
in banco,” which literally means “to jump on a bench” 
embodies the notable style of Cirque du Soleil. Cirque 
du Soleil describes the style as, “decidedly baroque in its 
visual vocabulary, the show’s eclectic cast of characters 
draws spectators into a fanciful, dreamlike world, an 
imaginary city where diversity is a cause for hope.” This 
touring arena show is an updated version of the older 
Saltimbanco which ran for 15 years, the longest-running 
show in Cirque du Soleil history. 

For tickets and more information, visit the Kentucky 
Exposition Center’s official Web site, www.kyexpo.org, or 
call the KEC Ticket Office at (502) 367-5144. Video clips 
and photos can be seen at Cirque du Soleil - Saltimbanco’s 
official Web site at www.cirquedusoleil.com.

Alternative energies, new product launches 
and innovative technology will be showcased 
at the 44th annual National Farm Machinery 
Show (NFMS). These aspects and much more 
make up the future of farming that will be 
featured prominently at America’s largest 
indoor farm show Feb. 11-14, 2009.

More than 300,000 visitors will discover 
the most complete selection of cutting-edge 
agricultural products and services available 
from more than 800 exhibitors who fill the 
Kentucky Exposition Center’s 1.2 million 
square feet of interconnected exhibit space. 
Along with the exhibits, free seminars will 
provide every agribusiness professional in 
attendance with the knowledge needed for the 
upcoming farming season.

For those who need a break from the show’s 
massive exhibit area, the Family Living Center, 
located in the East Hall, provides attendees a 
chance to browse through a selection of jewelry, 
crafts, antiques and collectibles. Visitors can 
casually shop for souvenirs for friends, farm 
toys for the kids and unique accessories for 
around the house. The evenings also provide a 
break as Freedom Hall plays host to the super-
charged competition of the nation’s oldest 
indoor tractor pull, the Championship Tractor 
Pull.

For more information about the National 
Farm Machinery Show or to order 
Championship Tractor Pull tickets, visit  
www.farmmachineryshow.org.

Farm Machinery Show Ushers In The Future

And the Award Goes To…
 
The Kentucky State Fair Board has garnered statewide attention as the recipient of 
numerous awards in various marketing and advertising competitions. 
 
The agency received top honors at the 2008 Kentucky Tourism Council Traverse 
Awards, which honors the best work in advertising and marketing among Kentucky 
tourism businesses and organizations; the IABC/PRSA Landmarks of Excellence 
Awards, which recognizes outstanding achievement in the public relations arena and 
the LGDA 100 Show, a juried competition which honors the top 100 pieces of design 
in the Louisville region.
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booming business continued from front page.

8. The Ryder Cup Experience swept 
through the complex. 
More than 300 international team golfers and staff members 
came through KEC’s South Wing C during the Ryder Cup Sept. 
16-21. South Wing C provided the space for the customs clearing 
house for the international team. The complex also provided 
shuttle and taxi service to the world-renowned Valhalla Golf 
Club.

9. American Idol fever catches fire. 
The wildly popular television musical competition, “American 
Idol”, attracted more than 20,000 Idol hopefuls seeking a 
chance at stardom (or at least the opportunity to be on national 
television) to Freedom Hall July 18-21. 

10. KEC opened its doors for hurricane 
victims. 
Hurricane Gustav tore through the Gulf Coast in early 
September, displacing 1,400 people to the South and North 
Wings of KEC. Working in conjunction with the American Red 
Cross, the refugees were given food, entertainment and housing 
for one week. In mid-September, Hurricane Ike stormed 
through the region with a powerful windstorm, resulting in the 
worst power outage in 30 years. More than 500 power workers 
from across the country slept and ate three meals in Broadbent 
Arena while working to restore the city’s power. 

To learn more about the business of the Kentucky Exposition 
Center, visit www.kyexpo.org.


